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 THE EVOLUTION OF SIOUAN COMMUNITIES
 IN PIEDMONT NORTH CAROLINA

 R. P. Stephen Davis, Jr.
 and

 H. Trawick Ward

 This paper examines the evolution of late prehistoric and
 historic Siouan communities in two areas of Piedmont North
 Carolina: the Dan River valley, seventeenth-century home-
 land of the Sara Indians; and the Haw, Eno, and Flat river
 drainages, occupied by the Sissipahaw, Shakori, Eno, and
 Occaneechi Indians. Archaeological and ethnohistoric evi-
 dence indicate that community pattern was one aspect of
 Siouan culture that changed significantly during the contact
 period, brought about by the influx of European diseases,
 diminishing population, and inter-tribal conflict. Aspects of
 Siouan community that are examined include intersite set-
 tlement pattern, intrasite structure, and the définition of
 household units.

 When the first English traders and explorers en-
 tered the Virginia and Carolina backcountry during
 the mid-seventeenth century, they encountered sev-
 eral small tribal societies living along the major rivers
 and their tributaries. Although some of these trav-
 elers were struck by the apparent diversity in native
 customs, more careful study has shown that most of
 these tribes possessed similar lifeways and were re-
 lated by language, marriage, and trade (Merrell 1987,
 1989). These Eastern Siouans, as they are now known,
 consisted of more than 40 separate tribes and occu-
 pied the Piedmont region between the Appalachian
 mountains and the Atlantic coastal plain, from north-
 central Virginia to central South Carolina (Mooney
 1894). The heart of the Siouan territory lay along the
 headwaters of the Neuse, Cape Fear, and Roanoke
 rivers in north-central North Carolina and southern

 Virginia. During the late seventeenth and early eigh-
 teenth centuries, this area was inhabited by the Eno,
 Occaneechi, Shakori, Sissipahaw, and Sara.

 The comparatively sparse ethnohistoric record for
 these peoples consists of brief accounts by a few trav-
 elers through the region. The more prominent chron-
 iclers were: John Lederer, who in 1670 traveled south-
 west from Fort Henry, Virginia and purportedly
 visited settlements of the Akenatzy (Occaneechi),

 Oenock (Eno), Shakory (Shakori), and Sara (Cumming
 1958); James Needham and Gabriel Arthur, who in
 1673 followed the Occaneechi Trading Path from Fort
 Henry through Occhenechee Town, Aeno, and Sar-
 rah (Alvord and Bidgood 1912); and John Lawson,
 who reconnoitered the Carolina backcountry in 1701
 for the colony's Lord Proprietors, and visited Acho-
 nechy-Town on Eno River and remnants of the Shak-
 ory and Eno Indians at Adshusheer (Lefler 1967). In
 particular, Lawson's journal provides our best glimpse
 of Siouan culture during the historic period.

 All three accounts describe societies that had been

 substantially disrupted by the European presence and
 suggest three major factors that contributed to culture
 change among the Eastern Siouans. First, the chron-
 iclers witnessed a greatly diminished native popu-
 lation that had been ravaged by Old World diseases.
 Lawson (Lefler 1967:232), referring to smallpox and
 rum, remarked that "there is not the sixth Savage
 living within two hundred Miles of all our Settle-
 ments, as there were fifty Years ago." Equally telling
 is the fact that Lawson encountered very few villages
 once he left the Catawba settlements south of present-
 day Charlotte. The periodic influx of epidemic dis-
 eases during the late seventeenth century served both
 to disrupt social and political systems and to bring
 about the relocation of settlements. This latter process
 merged formerly separate social groups into new
 communities.

 Second, it is clear from the ethnohistoric record

 that the various Siouan tribes were continually sub-
 jected to raiding by northern Iroquois war parties.
 This pattern of hostility appears to have been estab-
 lished prehistorically, perhaps by the fifteenth cen-
 tury, and may have been responsible for the devel-
 opment of nucleated settlements in some drainages.

 Finally, the seventeenth-century world of the East-
 ern Siouans became one of ever-increasing partici-
 pation in the deerskin trade, a European-based eco-
 nomic system that brought both a wide range of
 ornamental and utilitarian trade goods as well as
 power and prestige to some individuals and tribes.
 The Occaneechi were a principal beneficiary of this
 trade and, although few in number, they exerted con-
 siderable power as middlemen in an extensive trade
 network.

 The purpose of this paper is to examine how these
 factors of contact and conflict affected the structure
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 Figure 1. Map showing the Siouan Project study area.

 and composition of native Siouan communities. For
 practical reasons, this study is limited to the Siouan
 heartland of north-central North Carolina and south-

 ern Virginia (Figure 1). Since 1983, this region has
 been the focus of the University of North Carolina's
 Siouan Project. As part of the project, intensive re-
 gional surveys were conducted within the Haw, Eno,
 Flat, and upper Dan river drainages (Simpkins 1985;
 Simpkins and Petherick 1986), and excavations were
 undertaken at 15 Siouan sites occupied between A.D.
 1000 and 1710 (Dickens et al. 1985, 1986, 1987; Ward
 and Davis 1987a, 1987b, 1988). Substantial private col-
 lections, particularly from southern Virginia, also have
 been incorporated into this research.

 Haw, Eno, and Flat River Drainages

 The Haw, Eno, and Flat rivers comprise the major
 headwaters of the Cape Fear and Neuse rivers. To-
 pographically, all three of these rivers are compara-
 tively small streams with limited floodplain devel-
 opment. These drainages are closely related
 archaeologically and during the seventeenth century
 were occupied by the Sissipahaw, Eno, Shakori, and
 Occaneechi Indians.

 Haw River Phase (A.D. 1000-1400)

 The late prehistoric occupation of this area is rep-
 resented by the Haw River phase. Assignment of ar-
 chaeological components to this as well as later phases
 is based largely upon pottery. Haw River sherds are
 similar to those of the Dan River series (Coe and Lewis
 1952), and have net impressed exteriors, scraped in-
 teriors, and crushed quartz or coarse sand temper.

 Over 20 sites within the Haw, Eno, and Flat drain-

 ages have produced substantial collections of Dan
 River series pottery (Figure 2). Five of these sites have
 been excavated. Most represent small settlements
 comprised of widely dispersed households with as-
 sociated storage pits, hearths, and burials. The low
 frequency of artifacts at these sites and the scarcity
 of pit features probably reflect both a low population
 density and a lack of extended site occupation. At the
 Guthrie site (RLA-Aml45), for example, intensive,
 systematic auger testing (at 2.5-ft intervals) over a
 0.55-acre area identified only seven pit features: one
 shallow basin, three pit hearths, one burial, and two
 probable burial pits. Extensive auger testing at several
 other sites also has identified only isolated or widely
 scattered pit features. Alternatively, some Haw River
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 Figure 2. Distribution of Haw River phase sites. Areas of suspected settlement concentration are shaded.

 sites appear to represent small, compact communities
 made up of multiple households. The Holt site (RLA-
 Aml63), situated atop an upland knoll near Alamance
 Creek, is an example of such a settlement. This site
 was defined by a dense surface scatter of artifacts over
 a 0.25-acre area, and excavations uncovered several
 trash-filled storage pits.

 The Mitchum site (31Ch452), which appears to con-
 tain a late Haw River phase (ca. 1400) component,
 suggests a somewhat different community plan. This
 site is situated on a large alluvial terrace of Haw River.
 The Haw River component is represented only by a
 thin midden and large numbers of artifacts within
 the overlying plowzone. Because of a substantial his-
 toric occupation at the site, the spatial limits and con-
 figuration of the Haw River component are unclear.
 However, the density of artifacts that can be attrib-
 uted to this component and the presence of a midden
 suggest that this settlement may have been much
 larger and occupied longer than other Haw River sites
 presently known in this area.

 Hillsboro Phase (A.D. 1400-1600)

 The Haw River phase is followed by the Hillsboro
 phase (Figure 3). This phase encompasses the period
 during which initial contact was made between Eur-
 opeans and Southeastern Indians; however, no Eu-
 ropean trade artifacts have been found in clear as-
 sociation with Hillsboro phase material. Although
 the most significant impact of European contact prob-
 ably was the introduction of Old World diseases, there
 is no direct archaeological evidence that such diseases
 reached the Siouan population in piedmont North
 Carolina during this early period.

 Archaeologically, Hillsboro phase components are
 recognized by the presence of Hillsboro series pottery
 (Coe 1952; Davis 1987). This pottery contrasts mark-
 edly with the earlier net impressed pottery with re-
 spect to paste, vessel form, and surface treatment, and
 indicates the introduction of an entirely new ceramic
 tradition, if not a different people. Interestingly, early
 Hillsboro pottery assemblages contain no net im-
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 Figure 3. Distribution of Hillsboro phase sites. Areas of suspected settlement concentration are shaded.

 pressed vessels, whereas later assemblages usually
 contain net impressed jars in addition to Hillsboro
 series smoothed bowls, simple stamped jars, and check
 stamped jars.

 Two settlement types are recognized for the Hills-
 boro phase. A few sites appear to represent compact,
 nucleated villages. Evidence suggests that these set-
 tlements are associated only with the early part of
 this phase and may reflect site-unit intrusions. The
 best example of this settlement type is the Wall site
 (31Orll) on Eno River. Over one fourth of this site,
 estimated to cover 1.25 acres, has been excavated.

 These excavations revealed a settlement composed of
 circular houses and surrounded by multiple palisade
 lines (Figure 4). Aside from a small number of shaft-
 and-chamber burials, few other pit features were
 found. The center of the village, though largely unex-
 cavated, probably was an open plaza. It is likely that
 maximum population size did not exceed 150 persons,
 or 15 to 20 households.

 Later Hillsboro phase sites usually are small, and
 4

 are situated along the valley margins or adjacent up-
 lands of small tributary streams. These sites probably
 represent small hamlets composed of multiple house-
 holds. None appear to have been palisaded.

 Two such sites have been excavated. The Edgar
 Rogers site (RLA-Aml62), located on Cane Creek,
 contained a dense cluster of pits and postholes within
 a 0.4-acre area. Excavated features included eight trash-
 filled storage pits, a large, shallow basin containing
 rich deposits of ash, charcoal, animal bone, and pot-
 tery, and a single human burial located away from
 the habitation area. No house patterns were discern-
 ible.

 The George Rogers site (RLA-Am236), located on a
 high alluvial terrace overlooking Alamance Creek,
 contained a similar array of features and artifacts. In
 addition, part of a circular house similar to those at
 the Wall site was identified. Although this site covers
 less than an acre, Hillsboro phase artifacts are widely
 distributed both upstream and downstream from the
 site, and most likely represent scattered households.

 13
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 Figure 4. Excavation plan of the Wall site.

 Mitchum, ]enrette, and Fredricks
 Phases (A.D. 1600-1710)

 Sites within the Haw and Eno drainages that con-
 tain historic trade artifacts have been assigned to three
 phases. The Mitchum phase (ca. 1600-1670) is attrib-
 uted to the historic Sissipahaw occupation of the Haw
 River valley; the Jenrette phase (ca. 1600-1680) may

 be associated with the Shakori tribe, visited by John
 Lederer in 1670, that occupied the Eno and New Hope
 drainages; and the Fredricks phase (1680-1710) rep-
 resents the Eno River occupation of the Occaneechi
 following their withdrawal from the Roanoke River
 after 1676 (Figure 5).

 Details of settlement structure for the Mitchum

 phase are known only for the Mitchum site (31Ch452),
 44

This content downloaded from 
�������������174.247.9.252 on Wed, 08 Jul 2020 02:26:08 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 SIOUAN COMMUNITIES IN PIEDMONT NORTH CAROLINA

 n LJ Fredricks'' 's*s

 *$L^S¿i^

 Mitchum'^t f
 Haw, Eno, & Flat River ^v /

 Drainages ' J
 Mitchum, Jenrette I W^
 & Fredricks Phases n W
 0 5 10 I '

 mi

 Figure 5. Distribution of Mitchum, Jenrette, and Fredricks phase sites. Areas of suspected settlement concentration
 are shaded.

 located on Haw River and probably occupied after
 1650. Excavations indicate that it was a palisaded vil-
 lage, covered less than 1.5 acres, and contained sub-
 rectangular and probably circular wigwam-like hous-
 es approximately 20 ft in diameter (Figure 6). Storage
 pits, dug near houses, comprise the primary feature
 type. The absence of comparable sites for the Mit-
 chum phase suggests that the seventeenth-century
 Sissipahaw population already may have greatly re-
 duced by disease; however, only two burials were
 found within the 3500-ft2 excavation area.

 The Jenrette phase is best represented at the Jen-
 rette site (RLA-Or231a), located along the Eno River
 immediately adjacent to the Fredricks site. This site
 was recently discovered in 1989 while searching for
 additional evidence of the Occaneechi occupation be-
 yond the Fredricks site palisade, and may represent
 the Shakori village of "Shakor" mentioned by John
 Lederer in 1670. Excavation of a 5200-ft2 area (about
 12% of the site) revealed approximately 50 pit features
 containing rich refuse deposits, a single shaft-and-

 chamber burial, and at least two structures along two
 overlapping palisade lines. One of these structures
 was a rectangular wall-trench house measuring 13 ft
 by 18 ft; the other was an oval structure of single-
 post wall construction measuring 26 ft by 28 ft. These
 data indicate a circular, palisaded village that covered
 about 0.5 acres and probably had a population of about
 150 people. As with the Mitchum site, no archaeo-
 logical evidence of epidemic disease was found.

 The Fredricks phase (1680-1710) is attributed to the
 Occaneechi occupation of the Eno drainage. Obser-
 vations made by John Lawson in 1701 suggest that
 the Occaneechi lived in a single town. A site believed
 to be this settlement, the Fredricks site (31Or231), was
 excavated in its entirety between 1983 and 1986 (Dick-
 ens et al. 1987; Ward and Davis 1988) and provides
 a clear picture of Occaneechi Town's community plan
 and probable population size (Figure 7). The town
 was small compared to earlier site occupations at the
 Jenrette, Mitchum, and Wall sites, and covered just
 over 0.25 acres. The Occaneechi population here

 45
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 Figure 6. Subrectangular house (measuring 17 ft by 22 ft) at the Mitchum site.

 probably did not exceed 75 individuals. The settle-
 ment contained at least 1 1 circular or oval houses of

 both single-post and wall-trench construction. These
 houses ranged from about 15 ft to 20 ft in diameter,
 and were arranged in a circle around an open plaza
 that contained a sweat lodge. Surrounding the set-
 tlement was a palisade or fence of light construction.
 All but two of the 18 burials associated with Occa-

 neechi Town were placed in straight-sided pits in at
 least two separate cemeteries located just outside the
 village palisade. Given that this settlement probably
 was occupied for less than a decade (based on a lack
 of evidence for rebuilding of houses and the pali-
 sade), the small population size and relatively high
 burial frequency stand in sharp contrast to earlier
 villages in the region. Sometime before 1710, the Oc-
 caneechi abandoned the Eno valley and shortly there-
 after settled with the Saponi, Tutelo, and other weak-
 ened tribes at Fort Christanna in southeastern

 Virginia.

 Upper Dan River Drainage

 The upper Dan River drainage is one of two major
 headwaters of the Roanoke River. Unlike the Haw,
 Eno, and Flat rivers, the upper Dan is a major river
 with extensive terrace development and expansive
 bottoms. Its principal tributaries- the Smith and Mayo
 rivers, and Town Fork Creek - also are major streams
 with broad floodplains. Ethnohistoric records indi-
 cate that this area was occupied primarily by the Sara
 tribe throughout most of the seventeenth and early
 eighteenth centuries.

 Dan River Phase (A.D. 1000-1450)

 The late prehistoric occupation of the upper Dan
 drainage is assigned to the Dan River phase. Dan
 River sites are more numerous and many are sub-
 stantially larger than contemporary sites in nearby
 drainages, suggesting a far greater regional popula-

 46

This content downloaded from 
�������������174.247.9.252 on Wed, 08 Jul 2020 02:26:08 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 SIOUAN COMMUNITIES IN PIEDMONT NORTH CAROLINA

 •. ; °'"J.' '."-■..""''
 320L10 0 • • li'«4/ /"""""V" " * • • • Bu 1° '• • •liiFea £L 15

 ^-¿^.••'" #L»/fm2" • • • • rfiídM" Bu 1° 27) ••Bu11 '•

 ' r' ?' ••Sl: .•:>.'• V. • ^-¿^.••'" Í?;. #L»/fm2" /;..-♦ • rfiídM" 27) l|§a14> ••Bu11 •

 • .•'.••:'• - ^ %'^634-%';^ '-0- STR7 "' '"" Fea8 ' ;d#- ^#

 . : *' •"•..*.'•'*•. '. ' .' , '•"' •• '' 'STR 1 Jl ' O * # ',"/*.. . ."'-: ': '* ' -î '

 .i ■'-..• '-.^ ^:':&'; Of Fea59 ...-.' •<■•• ^ * •".•.. . ^ ^': . • - ..;: ». " • • ■ ; ■;-'ö.%-. . ..• STR , 9. !b;¿ * * v- •■. ■'-..• Of * Fea59 ...-.' * •".•.. • ». • . ..• STR 9. . * *
 ;. • • . * . • ••..'• . • " • • '■

 •■•■ . ...:,• VSTpi2 "•■■ i.....-- :' - •;••„. ...••

 _':;;;-è:::;ud:,;...: %;;...;?1;:'- ■'■ Q"" :'-;r :• • V

 • • -.- ' .-••■■••';•■■■ *. ' -■•■'AorV FeaCJ • /
 FREDRICKS SITE •• •• • .. ' j *. ' ; . FeaCJ o Q-- / ,

 PLAN OF 1983-86 EXCAVATIONS ' ¿- • • ''0'.'-" ^ ^ ". • •' .-*'"' -
 ■•-••: ■ ■'- » • .. .^' .-# • . .• •. ....-V °

 , Lli^. ■•-••: ■ ■'-
 0 5 10 ft I *_ "*• : _ '•''••..%.;•**■.'*.

 Scale ^ . (|][|p*Bu*12 '
 * (Fea 50) •

 180R20I

 Figure 7. Excavation plan of the Fredricks site.

 tion that resided in larger settlements (Figure 8). In
 fact, most alluvial bottoms within this drainage con-
 tain Dan River phase sites.
 There is some evidence to suggest that early Dan
 River settlements were composed of small household
 clusters lacking formal internal arrangement. Exca-
 vations at one such site - Leatherwood Creek

 (44Hrl) - uncovered a small cluster of circular and

 rectangular houses, with associated storage pits and
 burials, scattered along a small (0.5 acre) sloping ter-
 race of Leatherwood Creek. Excavations at the Pow-

 erplant site (31Rk5), another early site located on the
 Dan River, uncovered numerous pit features and sug-
 gest a linear pattern of households extending almost
 700 ft along the terrace edge.

 During the late Dan River phase (after ca. 1300),
 47
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 Figure 8. Distribution of Dan River phase sites. Areas of suspected settlement concentration are shaded.

 large villages were established along the wide allu-
 vial terraces of the Dan River and its major tributaries.
 This development probably is associated with in-
 creased population and intensification of maize ag-
 riculture. Investigations at three late village sites -
 Belmont (44Hr3), Koehler (44Hr6), and Lower Sara-
 town (31Rkl) - indicate that these settlements were
 circular, palisaded villages that covered one to two
 acres and probably contained 15 to 25 households.
 Houses, with associated hearths, storage pits, and bur-
 ials, were located along the interior of the palisade
 and surrounded an open central plaza. Given the
 number of Dan River phase sites that have been re-
 corded, it is likely that several villages were occupied
 at the same time. The development of large, fortified
 communities by the fourteenth century may be partly
 related to the rise of Iroquois raiding into the Eastern

 Siouan heartland or increased village rivalries as good
 crop land became a more prized commodity.

 Saratown Phase (A.D. 1450-1710)

 The period following the Dan River phase, and
 generally coinciding with the protohistoric and his-
 toric periods, is characterized by massive depopula-
 tion, a regional shift in settlement, and evidence of
 increased contact with other cultures, including the
 English, in adjacent regions. By about 1450, the prin-
 cipal tributaries as well as much of the Dan River
 were largely abandoned, and new settlements were
 established near the mouths of those tributaries (Fig-
 ure 9). Pottery assemblages, which contain new vessel
 forms with burnished and carved paddle stamped
 exteriors in addition to more traditional Dan River

 48
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 Figure 9. Distribution of Saratown phase sites. Areas of suspected settlement concentration are shaded.

 net impressed jars, reflect an introduction of new pot-
 tery styles from the Catawba drainage to the south.

 Three subphases of the Saratown phase are rec-
 ognized. The early Saratown phase (ca. 1450-1620) is
 defined largely from excavations at the Early Upper
 Saratown site (31Skl) (Wilson 1983). This site, located
 along Dan River near the mouth of Town Fork Creek,
 covers about 2.5 acres and contains both a thick, rich

 midden and numerous pit features. Given these at-
 tributes of site size and density of cultural material,
 Early Upper Saratown probably had a larger resident
 population than any previous Dan River phase set-
 tlement in the region.

 The middle Saratown phase (1620-1670), a period
 during which the Sara began to receive trade goods
 from the English and Indian intermediaries, is rep-
 resented by the Lower Saratown site (31Rkl). This

 site is located along Dan River, just below the mouth
 of Smith River, and represents a compact, palisaded
 village, probably with an internal structure similar
 to that documented for earlier Dan River phase vil-
 lages. This village covered about 1.5 acres. To date,
 only one house has been identified at this site. It is
 a sub-rectangular structure that measures 20 ft by 23
 ft and contained a central hearth and numerous stor-

 age pits along the interior wall (Figure 10).
 Finally, the late Saratown phase (1670-1710) rep-

 resents the terminal Sara occupation of the upper Dan
 River drainage, and is well documented by extensive
 excavations at the Upper Saratown site (31 Ski a), lim-
 ited testing at the nearby Kluttz site (31Sk6), and
 donated collections and records from the Madison

 site (31Rk6). It is significant that all three of these
 sites resemble large cemeteries more than villages. In

 49
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 Figure 10. Rebuilt house at Lower Saratown. The smaller, circular house is 18 ft in diameter; the larger, subrectangular
 house measures 19 ft by 23 ft.

 fact, the Madison site has previously been regarded
 as a cemetery rather than a habitation site based on
 the extremely high density of burials there (Gravely
 1969). Testing at the Kluttz site also revealed a prob-
 able cemetery area that contained numerous shallow
 graves. The latter seventeenth century clearly was a
 time of death among the Sara.

 Settlement structure during the late Saratown phase
 is best known from the Upper Saratown site, located
 just downstream from Early Upper Saratown (Ward
 1980; Wilson 1983). Approximately one fourth of this
 site has been excavated, exposing portions of at least
 13 houses, 225 pit features, and 111 burials (Figure
 11). Upper Saratown also was a palisaded village, cov-
 ering about 1.5 acres, and probably contained 20 to
 25 households, or a maximum of 200 to 250 individ-

 uals. Houses were circular and ranged from 20 ft to
 30 ft in diameter. Storage pits and burials often were
 dug into house floors, but also were placed elsewhere.

 Given present evidence, the final Sara occupation
 appears to have been at the Kluttz site, located just
 downstream from Upper Saratown. The large number
 of burials found here suggests that the mortality rate
 continued to remain high. However, the intrasite set-
 tlement plan apparently shifted from a compact nu-
 cleated village to one consisting of more widely dis-
 persed households over a 6.5-acre area. Furthermore,
 the marked stylistic diversity within the pottery from
 the site suggests that the Kluttz site may represent a
 refuge community that incorporated different Siouan
 groups. Following this occupation, the Sara retreated
 to the southeast where they joined the Catawba along
 the lower Catawba River.

 Conclusions

 A comparison of the Haw-Eno-Flat and Upper Dan
 drainages suggests both similarities and differences

 50
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 CHANGES IN SIOUAN SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

 Dan River Drainage

 Dan River Early Saratown Middle Saratown Late Saratown
 Phase Phase Phase Phase

 Haw, Eno, & Flat Drainages

 "f ^ y y
 Haw River Hillsboro Mitchum & Jenrette Fredricks
 Phase Phase Phases Phase

 Figure 12. Model of Siouan settlement change.

 in community patterns and their evolution through
 time (Figure 12). Within the Haw, Eno, and Flat drain-
 ages, the late prehistoric population density re-
 mained low and most settlements comprised clusters
 of separate households scattered along both the major
 rivers and their tributaries. Nucleated villages ap-
 parently developed only very late, possibly in re-
 sponse to inter-tribal conflict. Both the Wall and Fred-
 ricks sites appear to represent site-unit intrusions that
 may have precipitated hostility or at least competition
 with the indigenous population.
 After direct trading relationships were established
 between the English and the Eastern Siouans in the
 mid-seventeenth century, the native population was
 greatly reduced by disease, forcing the consolidation
 of tribal remnants into new, multi-ethnic communi-
 ties. The Eno-Shakori settlement of "Adshusheer"

 mentioned by John Lawson (Lefler 1967), as well as
 the late Saratown phase occupation at the Kluttz site,
 represent two examples of such communities. In fact,

 by the late seventeenth century, most of the Haw
 drainage was entirely depopulated and only a few
 small villages composed of tribal remnants remained
 along the Eno and Flat rivers. Of these, only Occa-
 neechi Town appears to have played an active part
 in the deerskin trade, and it represented a newly
 established community, positioned along the Trading
 Path after 1676.

 In the Upper Dan drainage, where the population
 density at any point in time was substantially greater,
 the late prehistoric period witnessed steady popula-
 tion growth and the shift from small dispersed set-
 tlements to large, compact villages. The development
 of these fortified communities also may coincide with
 the establishment of a pattern of inter-tribal conflict
 that persisted well into the historic period; however,
 whether or not warfare was a primary causal factor
 in settlement change is unknown.

 Dramatic population decline within the Sara vil-
 lages can be traced to the late seventeenth century
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 SIOUAN COMMUNITIES IN PIEDMONT NORTH CAROLINA

 and the introduction by English traders of European
 diseases. Although the overall population remained
 large enough to maintain a few sizable fortified vil-
 lages, much of the territory formerly occupied was
 abandoned. The overall Sara population dwindled
 and previously autonomous villages periodically
 merged to form new communities, most likely for
 defensive reasons. In many instances, old villages
 were abandoned for new ones located less than a half-

 mile away. As this process continued, village popu-
 lations became more and more diverse.

 By 1710, both drainage areas had been largely aban-
 doned although a very small remnant population may
 have remained. The former inhabitants of the Haw,

 Eno, and Flat drainages moved northeast to join other
 Siouans at Fort Christanna while the Sara moved to

 the south where they later combined with the last
 surviving Siouan group - the Catawba.

 Notes

 Acknowledgements. This is a revised version of a paper presented
 at the 46th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological
 Conference, Tampa, Florida, November 11, 1989. An earlier ver-
 sion, entitled "Diversity and Change in Community Pattern Among
 Late Prehistoric and Historic Siouan Tribes in Piedmont North

 Carolina/' was presented at the 21st Annual Chacmool Conference,
 Calgary, Alberta, November 12, 1988. For the past six years, the
 Siouan Project has been generously supported by the National
 Science Foundation, National Geographic Society, and North Car-
 olina Division of Archives and History. The late Richard P. Gravely,
 Jr. also contributed significantly to the project by donating his
 artifact collections and site records from southern Virginia to the
 Research Laboratories of Anthropology. Finally, we would like to
 thank Vin Steponaitis for his many helpful comments, criticisms,
 and ideas for approaching problems of Siouan prehistory.

 Collections. The collections and documentation from the Siouan

 Project are curated at the Research Laboratories of Anthropology,
 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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